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into Satan's favour, at least so mucli as to settle a
correspondence, that so they may act in concert for
the future.

I am told some have thought it a particular repu-
tation to them to have it supposed they maintain a
correspondence of this kind, which must be upon
the foot of Satan's credit, supposing that he knows
who is fit for his business, and who not, and that
they must be all capable heads that he thinks fit to
be concerned with in this manner; for as wise
princes always choose wise councillors, the Devil
understands the capacities of his friends so well,
that he is never mistaken in his choice; but they
that are concerned with him must at least be of the
cunning class, for he has no inclination at all to
fools.

This brought some just reflections into my thought
upon the conduct of our times, and immediately
cleared up the characters of some of the greatest
politicians of our age, at least in my opinion, seeing
it is evident they either have too much brains, or
too little, for the infernal correspondence; let the
world judge which of the two is their case,

I say it cleared up the character of some great
men to me, and T concluded they were no magicians,
that they neither practised magic in the first sense,
as philosophers, or in the last sense, as conjurers;
what they might do in the middle sense, as jugglers,
that remains to be inquired into as opportunity may
present.

Indeed, I run over in my reflections the present
situation of most of the public affairs in Europe, the
prime ministers, grand viziers, the statesmen, the
councillors, generals, admirals; the clergy, whether
popish or protestant, Greek church or Roman
church, Christian or Mahometan; and I must speak
it to their honour, that except, as a late writer
taught me to except, our own people, our own coun-